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PATERSON’S GREAT FALLS
Beautiful and powerful, the Great Falls provided the 

energy that helped the City of Paterson grow.
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LENAPE VILLAGE
Paterson’s early inhabitants were the Lenape. They lived in 

villages along the river.
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PICNIC AT THE GREAT FALLS
On July 10, 1778, George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and 

other military staff visited the Great Falls.
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S.U.M. SEAL
The private corporation that created Paterson, America’s first 

planned industrial city.
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 WILLIAM PATERSON (1745-1806)
The City of Paterson was named after this New Jersey Governor.
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THE UPPER RACEWAY SPILLWAY
From 1794-1913, the raceways supplied power  

to Paterson’s mills.
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 THE WATERWHEEL
Early factories depended on the waterwheel, which  

turned water into power.
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THE OLD GUN MILL
John Ryle was the first to spin silk onto bobbins here in 1840.
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SILK CITY
At one time, the silk mills of Paterson employed  

over 25,000 workers.
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AMERICA, 1851 CHAMPIONSHIP SCHOONER
Paterson supplied the US Navy with cotton sails for their ships.
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COMPLETION OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD
Paterson built, Engine No. 119 was used to celebrate this achievement in 1869.



14

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Escaping slaves could find food and shelter in  

Paterson on their way North to freedom.
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A CITY OF IMMIGRANTS
People from many countries came to live and work in Paterson.
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PATERSON CITY HALL
In the center of Downtown, City Hall is the hub of our city government.
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LAMBERT CASTLE
Built on the side of Garret Mountain, Lambert Castle was the  

home of silk manufacturer Catholina Lambert.
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CHARLES DANFORTH MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The first free public library in New Jersey was established here in 1885.
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THE GREAT FIRE
In 1902, a great fire blazed through Paterson, the largest in  

New Jersey history.
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LABOR DISPUTES
Striking was one way workers could improve conditions in the mills.



21

MEMORIAL DAY NURSERY
Jennie Tuttle Hobart presented this new, larger building  

in memory of her daughter Fanny.
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HOLLAND SUBMARINE
John P. Holland, a Paterson school teacher, invented the modern 

submarine and tested it in the Passaic River.
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CHARLES LINDBERGH AND SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS
This airplane flew the first solo nonstop transatlantic flight,  

powered by a Paterson built Whirlwind engine.
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GAETANO FEDERICI (1880-1964)
This artist created over 40 public sculptures still seen in Paterson today.
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THE SILK CITY DINER
The Silk City Diner was manufactured by the Paterson Vehicle Company.
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HINCHLIFFE STADIUM
In 1932, Mayor John V. Hinchliffe promoted the building  

of a new city stadium. The stadium was named a National  
Historic Landmark on March 11, 2013.



27

LARRY DOBY (1923-2003)
A graduate of Eastside, Doby played in the Negro Leagues before  

becoming the first African-American in the American League. 
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RACING AT HINCHLIFFE STADIUM
From 1945-1950, the stadium was the home of midget car racing.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (1929-1968)
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke at the Community  

Baptist Church of Love, on March 27, 1968.
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PATERSON’S POETS
The city has inspired many poets, including Judith Ortiz Cofer, Maria Mazziotti 

Gillan, Allen Ginsberg, Talena Lachelle Queen and William Carlos Williams.
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U  S..
A. B. S.  & F. Co.

THE PATERSON MUSEUM
Established in 1925, the Paterson Museum serves the community by 

preserving the history and culture of Paterson and its residents.
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PATERSON MINERALS
Paterson is one of the richest mineralized basalt areas in the world. 
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LOU COSTELLO (1906-1959)
This Patersonian, with comedy partner Bud Abbott,  

starred in radio, tv and 37 movies.
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ACTION! PATERSON IN THE MOVIES
For over 100 years, movies and tv shows have been  

filmed throughout the city.
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VICTOR CRUZ (1986- )
Giants’ wide receiver and Super Bowl champion, Victor  

continues to give back to the community.
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ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 
Since 1867, St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center has been 

providing healthcare to the residents of Paterson. 
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GREAT FALLS, GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUTURE
The diversity of Paterson’s residents can easily be seen 

 in the variety of food available here.
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PATERSON GREAT FALLS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
Officially becoming a National Park in 2009, the  

Great Falls is a destination for both visitors and locals.
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Notes


