An Exploration of the History of African
Americans in Paterson from 1600-Present

One of the largest struggles for historians who are studying the Patrolmen
history of repressed or marginalized peoples is that documents n

and evidence can often be difficult to find. More and more, schol- ¥ H
ars rely on oral history, interviews and other forms of resources to = \:i

help them to unravel the story of these groups and individuals that
have been omitted.

There have been several people who documented the history of

¥ African Americans in Paterson. Dr. Booker T. Washington rec-
Mies. Viola Adams, 83, a orded several observations about the community when he visited
o STAVE, "y in 1914. A Columbia University Student, Louis R. Binder, wrote
=i ﬂ N E his Master's Thesis "The Negro in Paterson, A Study of Leader-

First Police Matren

ship" in 1927. Paterson teacher Anita Flynn made her own report,
Being a Negro in Paterson was written by Karel Waer in 1969.
Each of these works serves as a stepping stone for the next, and
each new study builds of the previous, developing a deeper under-
standing.

In that tradition, this exhibition serves as another stepping stone
meant to illustrate the broad ways in which African American citi-
zens and visitors have enriched the history of the city and contin-
ue to contribute to its ongoing and evolving culture.

Hagial Prompects Beltes e
New Negro Leude_rsfup een
Factor In Maintaining Peacfe
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Wolff Plan
Again Up
For Debate

The report and recommenda-
tions of Dr. Max Wolff, New
York sociologist, to combat
racial imbalance in Paterson’s

public schools was not on the| ¥
1R enda of last nmcl meeting

the Board of ation, bLat
the issue dominated the se
sion anyway as it wended
controversial way.

A week earlier, the board had
conduete’ a
the report which was attended
o A
matter, meantime, is under

study by the commissionérs be-
fore taking any formal action.

(A sintement on the Wolff
plan by Ronald C. Timm, presi-
dent of the Paterson Taxpayers’
Associntion, on page 13),

“The Woltt plans call fdr crea-

tion of so-called junior high|m

school complexes to cover the
seventh and eighth grades in
one plan, and the sixth, seventh
and eighth grades in another.
They would be fed from the

(Continued on Pzge 23, Col. 1)

lic hearing onf, .
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PATROLMAN JOHNNY McRAE
Patral — Foot Post
August 1, 1969




A Bwest ;nnh-u.

Ou Thursdey evening next the justly
celebrated B{nlmm Jones Lu-
known as *‘The Black Pati” will ap-
pear in a coucert at the Y. M. C. A.
Assembly room on Ellison street dnder

guciety of the M. E. Church. ~J'he
coucert promises to be on a scale ex- ||
celling anything heretofore seeén or
Lesrd in this e¢ity. The Dail

Saratogian of Sai Spriogs, N, Y. |
in its issue of Aug. 14 speaking of *“The |
Black Patti” says : |

- “Black Patti wl;n h,m&!mrd.:um at
‘ougress Bpriog Pat! u and
last evening; ‘J the largest nud,;oneu
that have t at any attrac-
tion in Saratogn in years were there.
Saturday evenlng, owing to the in-
clement weather, the concert was
given in the pavilion, and that large
structure was taxed to its ntmost seat-
and standing capacity.
o ombl::. was cleai: and lu;ntt..:
puﬁ_ n to arriye at

early. came in a contionous
stream until prodably- the largest
gathering that ever entered the

getes was present. The concert last
evening was ﬂ;en io the stand in the
center of the lake. ; Mme, Jones was in
exoellent volee on evenings, and
to say that she o‘odn':ﬂdy captivated
her andience wou un (
Every number was umm
phué'od. and she was oblj

poD

8

respond (o encore ntz sncore, whichl;
she did very graciously. Thase w
dum”&ummm.
s splendid treat, but snotber
will be given t6 hear the musical
wooder. There is l!llp‘:?
gweet and flexible voice, a
to old musical favorities
pess, which, combived with hﬁ
Her

]

lic's Jove of thew, reoders them.
echoes of & barmenious fairyland.. | He,
execution i8

. Colored Pic Nic. ]
k| The colored population of Paterson are |-

having a pic nic just outside the city. It
1| commenced yesterday and will continue the
m ‘rest of the week. '




Singer honored

William Hardy Jr.. Gospel Singer from Paterson,
will be honored by many of his friends at a testimonial
dinner to be held at & p.m. on Sunday at the Bethwood
Restaurant in Totowa.

Hardy has long been active in many church and
community organizations. He has starred in the role of
the preacher in the original production of *“Your Arms
Too Short To Box With God," currently on Broadway.

Many cast members of “*Bubbling Brown Sugar,”
“Don’t Bother Me I Can’t Cope™ and “Your Arms Too
Short To Box With God™ will participate in the evening
festivities. Dolores Hall, Tony Award winner for her
performance in “Your Arms Too Short To Box With
God" will be the featured soloist. The list of guests
also include Micki Grant, author of the play “It's So
Nice To Be Civilized" now running on Broadway and
the play's leading actress Vivian Reed with her
understudy Esther Mirror.

Tickets for the event are $18 and may be reserved
by calling 790-9463

Ed ) . :
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Scorecard for the Paterson City Club vs. the
Baltimore Black Sox, circa 1934. From the
collection of the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and
Culture.




Paterson, New Jersey

January 22, 1854

ihendly // S A A
s & J
x ff Vs S oy St
e esitiz o o N
R g IS o Uy A el
- # Hh > /

‘ AL Sl %.,,,... : ,{n,,/,r ‘:, Arat
Dty ot altol A Y
.‘.-'j/m- At A R T ,(:I,-

AT s ) A S
A, s Bsivis AAos H o v
2l - // f
P ARG AN WY, (Ral S St
. L <
PIP 5 b ) T A Al
i e
e A ot

.e.,-// 1 / Lo S ftccant r i
Ao 105 e on S ~
Aoran ‘.,._/, s R AN o il
o, 4./...

: EA e f,.,A/‘ ot f.f enld) et
,/Kff,

’..?t “/{/1(,. _/-’r(r—,_ fid f/:_, Consasd)

) o i S /j//
4 Lo e U(/ /" /(
/__ St C )

Wm. Lloyd Garrison Esq.
My Dear Friend,

A few
evenings ago nine antislavery friends
met here for the organization of an
Antislavery Society- and as their Secre-
tary [ am empowered to address
you to inquire whether you can, con-
sistently with your engagements, deliver
an Antislavery Lecture here, and at
what time? [ see you are announced
as the Lecturer of the N.Y. Society on
the 14th proximo Could you not
make us a visit about that time?
[ have long been anxious to have
you lecture here, and hope that we
shall soon have the pleasure of
listening to your stirring appeals
on behalf of the victim of American
Despotism.

It has been thought advisable by
the friends here that I should (in
corresponding with lecturers) ascertain
what amount of compensation they
deem proper, in order that our
arrangement may be made under-
standingl

An early reply will much
oblige.

Your fellow laborer in the cause

of Human Rights

Alfred Gibbs Campbell

Secretary

Letter from Alfred Gibbs Campbell to abolitionist William Lloyd Garission about the formation of the Paterson Antislavery
Society, 1854. Courtesy of the Digital Commonwealth, Massachusetts Collection Online.




w&i ﬁemns Finds Loa«mgs Hard to Get “When ic :
'0*'1"?  is Veiledby aPark Skin. |}

~“The  Canadian Py ubiiee Singers and In:g-_
', parmi Orchestra gave a very fine concert |

Iast evemﬂg in Oross stree* Method:st :
: ﬁiled W&th an mvreciativ& audience, amd: .
the ap:ﬁauqe given was &a evideacs that |

ngﬁwﬁmﬁgikmgg@@y

Eelj‘ the sloging was hxgbly -enjoyed.” The | Ui
3. |-programme as arranged was Iu’iycarrie&—eﬂ
34,1 out, with the exception of a-readingby|—
ed EMrs: Cary. “She is not-with the company |~

tel “because-of serious sickress, and her hus. | VI

-ho | band, who plays thecornet, isabsent with | ¥

nt. | her. - It-is one of the best troupes yupes of eol- | Ve

3?"-?%5&&513ge:s ever hedrd herau _and every | ip
" Faumber was excetlentiy=— oW

— | ried evening.oL. ﬂmusz&wwgs_guaea 4;,3.,;&;& FEs
—{ pertormers ars versztils-and sang and- Dr
1 pleyed various-instrumsants to tne -de- Br
zlp Llignt of alt- The company will apfear { g,
- Lthisand to-morrow evenings at_the Piref Be
000} Bapiiet chureh when an entire. ‘changs of { Ta
as- | programme is promieed. These. Lolored
oL ﬁingers are worllr Ifwarmg.
-+ ‘The committes had: {,ansuiargble troubie g
Oy T iast nightin 1 . .
Bg | thecompanv. A- boarding nouse keeper Dr
- | on Market street had arranged to “eare fur | Br:
E&mgmharﬁrhnh receded from the agree- { Ro
pt-{ ment last night and would--not -admit ¢ Be
- Ythem to his houss. _8everal other. Dplaces | Ta:
nsf refused - -admittance, and at lagta slespin;
ool | Bpartment was found on West streef, The
mﬂmbers sa;d it .was not a fit place.to| 4

‘fauﬂd *mth the f}@d Proper acwmmo-.-\ 1
“*1dations were found to-day by the First | «wi
| Baptist church peoplé, nnder whose aus-ltig
pices the company. Wil - appeafr tm' tﬁe -*“
‘nex.h twa mghua. : ‘ 3
;;;P,f _______ EE IR s oo - e ¥V

Article from the Paterson Daily Press discussing the difficulties of finding hotel accommodation for African American
performers in Paterson, November 20, 1895. Courtesy of the Paterson Free Public Library.
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First Indorsemant
Taie SEP 171609
This i to certify that this application for charter has boen daly cinsidered

by the COMMITTEE OX BRANCHES,and that the granting of an Executive
Authorization is Bereby approved.

el bnty A Gt
Chairwan, Commmaes on Rranches

Executive Authorization

Anutharity is hereby eonferred upon e mombers of the National Assacic
ation for the Advanosnsent of Calared Foople whose nagmes ave subscribed
berein, 1o ubdertake all activities which ave proges to & Branch of (s’
Assoriation, subject 1 the approval of the Buasd of Directors.

Ax soon as the Branch shall have become fully organized aid actively
engaged in the work of the Assaciation, its application far charter will he
presented for the consideration of the Board of Tirectors, and upon their
approval a Permanent Charter will be granted.

BATIONAL _ASSOCIATION FOK THE

ADVANCFMENT OF HED PEOPLE
sl 4§ -
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Letter from Thomas Marshall, superintendent of the SUM to Peter Colt, President. Marshall mentions “Mr. A. Godwin's Negro” in
the second line, making this one of the few documents referring to African Americans in the city’s early history. Courtesy of the
Passaic County Historical Society.
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Viola Adams, 83, Doesn’t Worry About Agn:lg

By MARION J. COYTE

Field Liaison Officer

Passaic Ceunty Office
on Aging

You won't hear Viola
Adams singing “Ole Rockin'
Chalr's Got Me,” that song
so popular about four decades

ago — not yet, al any rate.

Viola, at 83, defles
ﬂescrnptmn She's a
superchargad  dynamo a
whirlwind of superlatives; the
head of a comet of drive and
enthusiasm; a  constantly
arcing bolt of energy; she's
— Viola Adams, Green
Thumb clerk employed at the
Passaic YMCA on Prospect

A FRIEND TO ALL
SENIOR CITIZENS

In my Ffirst term in the Assembly
(1971) | introduced the tirst
“Homestead Bill* on beholt of
Senior Citizens, | will glwoys sup-
port and vote in their interest.

C. Gus Rys

Assemblymon, District 40 (Bergan)

Fair Lawn, N.J,

_—

S'reet; 4 publie
relations  person:  political
activist; multi-church
member; prodigious club
member; officer of countless
civic and social organizations;
former welfare worker, police
committeewoman; civil rights
predecessor and former
vaudeville performer.
Sporting pretty red earrings
and glitering bangle
bracelets, wearing a smart
shade of lipstick, her curly
short gray-black bair drawn
stylishly back from her
smooth, cafe au lait
complexion, Mrs, Adams

_lg?ked 20 years younger th.—in

her proudly proclaimed age
when we talked one afternoon
in the lounge outside her
office.

“1 don't worry about i
I plan to live to be a hundred.
I've pgot a lot to do — 1
haven't time to die,” she told
me,

She may have a point there
— time hasn’t yet caught ug
with Viola's headlong rus!
from one career to another
and through enough
experiences tc crowd several
lifetimes.

No shrinking violet, our
Viola. Although Helene Con-
ville senlor placement
leader for the Green Thumb
Program, and over 70 her-
self, suggested Mrs. Adams as
a subject for an interview, I
first made  Viola's ac-

quaintance in the city room
of one of the counly's daily
newspapers,

_"il(vl!o there. Here I nm!':

about six years

| about

|| proved

the loud, rich contraMo volce
boomed ~over the chattering
typewriters and the clablering
news machines, shxttertngun
concentration wg
editors, cynical news ha
and eager beaver

There she was, indeed. Bu;
as life, and twice as natural,
my aged mother would have
said.

Everything close fo the city
desk — Vivia's destination —
ground o a halt
indomitable Mrs, Adams had
come to the editorial room
to bring public relations copy
from one of the 37 or more
organizations lo which she
belonged and led then, and
still does.

“How's my girl?" the cty
editor, a tall, handsome,
dignified gentleman
somewhere around Viola's age
greeted her with a hug and
kiss.

“Well, Hello, Viela!'’

_ “Viola, how are you?" Viola,

where've you been?” The eity
room vibrated with calls. Mrs,
Adams, ber still prelty face

| wreathed in smiles, ambled

around the room,
possession of #, shed an
ambience on all within her
glance

.
That was my Introduction
to Viola Adams. Subsequently,
through my associates, Viola's
acquaintances and Viola
herself, 1 came to learn more
this remarkable
woman, born and raised in
rson, where she scored

or near-first in various

'1'!.1‘1’» are those on whom
a spotlicht always shines —
who always stand center

ola is such a one,
¢ seems born to it
¢ is, for she counts
as her first career,
riormances of the
and Adams song-
e team in such old-
s as Lou Leslies
the original

nd Walker Show,
Friend from Dixie

Bubbles, Peg Leg Bales and
the Sister Esther Jones Group
among her former colleagues,
Viola was thel first black
woman investigator in
Paterson's Welfare
Depariment, she told me,
employed there {rom 1820-22,
It was that early she got the
jump on Women's Lib, she
claimed, when she organized
the first Women's Rights Club
with Mrs. Annle Randalph, a
social worker of her race.
"“"We were for Women's
Rights long before Women's
Lib,"” Viola crowed. '
they're doing now are things
1 tried to instill in them then.
They weren't ready for them
ot
o By nature a Jeader and go-
getter, and no rose hidden in
a wilderness, Viola told about
taking part iz the Installation
of the first npursery for
retarded children, started at
North Jersey Training School
in Totowa, Soon er she
began another career there.
Her next employment
this woman was
instinctively liberated Ig:s
before most women
emerged from the kitchen and
factory. She was one of the
two first black police matrons
appointed to the Paterson
department oy the late Mayor
Lester Titus.
Departure from the police
force in 1959 dido’t slow Mrs.

VIOLA ADAMS
Plans to be 100

Adams down, She planged
right into  political life,
organizing the first black
election board in the First
Ward of the Second District
in her home city.

“I was the first black
county committicewoman in
Paterson,” she reminisced “I
always belonged to the same
party, but I went around
getting everyone out to vole,
no matter what party they
belonged to."

Proud of the fact that, at
83 she still needs neither
eyeglasses nor hearing ald,
Mrs. Adams to'd me she had
written hundreds of poems
and presented me with one
of three bookle's she has had
published.

She cooks and takes care
of her own ment in a
senmr omplex in

45 now lives.

ator canght
week,! she
comment Y1 had te walk
up and down seven flights,
ice a day, from Friday until

3 never missed a

2 she boasled
rightfully

.

She's never been one to stay
put. When I [irst met her,
she had just returned from
Detroit, Mich., wheré she
vistted her daughter, Mrs.
Joseph (Josephine) Sexton, a
teacher; ‘wr son-in- Iaw a
retired US, A
and her beautif grand-
danghter. Sharon, at that {ime
Miss Black Teen-Ager of
America.

Before ihat, after her
retirement from the police
force, she had traveled to
Europe :nd Asla,
accompanying Colonel Sexton
and his wife on his tour of
du.ty overseas

“Wherever 1 went, 1 jumped
with both  feet” = Viola
chuckled. “In Tapel,

I was active In

activities; in Taiwan I taught
English in a language school.
In China, I used to tike part
in funeral p sions,” she
recollected. “Th

song they used to chant that
1 would sing along with, I
don't know what words they
were singing, but 1 sang along
in English to the melody —
it sounded just like “Onward
Christian Soldiers."

Senior % Doubled

In this century, the per-
centage of the U.S. population
aged 65 plus more than
doubled (from 4.1 per cent
in 1900 to 9.9 per cent in 1970),
while the number increased
mare than sixfold (from three
million to 20 million).

Article from the Paterson Evening News,
published in October 29, 1976. Accessed from

Newspapers.com.




Alfred Gibbs Campbell

Born in Trenton in 1826, Alfred Gibbs Campbell came to Paterson to manage the
Ivanhoe Paper Mill as Superintendent and later, part owner. A man of many talents,
Campbell manufactured patent medicines and established The Alarm Bell
newspaper in 1851. As the proprietor, publisher and editor, he used this newspaper
to promote his many moral causes including temperance, abolition and women's
suffrage.

Campbell also wrote poetry. His works reveal many of his personal sentiments
regarding his many causes, with poems such as “A Battle-Cry” and “Old John Brown.”
His poems were published in a single volume entitled Poems in 1883. Today he is
recognized as an important nineteenth century African American poet.

Dedicated to his causes, Campbell founded a temperance society in Paterson. In
1854, he also became a founding member of Paterson’s Antislavery Society. He went
on to become Vice President of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1857, serving
alongside William Lloyd Garrison of Massachusetts. He died in Newark in 1884 and
is buried at the First Presbyterian Churchyard in Hamilton Square, New Jersey.

R i oarsermt

Ko. 1. PATERSON, V. J., JULY 4, 1851.
- o — - Recommendation of John Hanrat-ty.
CURIOUS DEVELOPEMENTS. Henry Whitely, Chauncey Andrews,
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Campbell’s first issue of The Alarm Bell, released on July 4th, 1851. The paper ceased publication in 1852.
Courtesy of the Paterson Free Public Library.




Dr. Elaine Harrington

Elaine Harrington claims that her
passion for civil rights and education
were both taught to her by her mother.
She first came to Paterson in 1972,
when she became a faculty member in
the humanities department of Passaic
County Community College. While at the

College President Dr. Rose and Dr. Harrington at her retirement

ceremony, 2005. Courtesy of Passaic County Community College. ~ CQ l l e g e S h e serve d as Dean o f

Students, presided over the Academic Council and sat on the Paterson
Board of Education. In 1993, she was named a Distinguished Educator
by the National Council of Negro Women. After her retirement in 2005,
the college honored her with the title of Professor Emeritus, and

established both a scholarship and a public speaking competition in her
name.

In a 1994 interview, Harrington joked that she was almost born into
the NAACP literally when her mother went into labor during a meeting.
As a civil rights leader, Harrington served as the Paterson NAACP
Chapter President before going on to serve as President of the New
Jersey NAACP State Conference for three consecutive terms. Here her
two passions mingled. Harrington’s presidential agenda highlighted
education and literacy as the path to better jobs and economic stability.
Her leadership and dedication resulted in her election to the NAACP’s
National Board of Directors. She is an NAACP Diamond Life Member,
and travels across the country speaking for the Association.

\
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sine C. Hartington

Harrington in 1977. Courtesy of Harrington speaking at Passaic County Community
Passaic County Community College. College. Courtesy of Passaic County Community College.




Fred LaGarde

Fred LaGarde became involved in the civil rights movement in 1955,
when he was still a student at Virginia Union University in Richmond. He
joined the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). In 1959, he
met Martin Luther King Jr. and their relationship greatly influenced
LaGarde.

LaGarde rose in the leadership of the SCLC, serving as
the regional representative for northeastern North
Carolina, before moving to Paterson in 1968. In
Paterson he again held the role of regional director of
SCLC and then President of the Passaic Chapter of the
Conference. Speaking of the Conference to a reporter
in August of 1968, he said “we preach and teach the
philosophy of nonviolence and love.” It was partly due
to their friendship that King stopped to speak in o R B
Paterson in March 1968, at the Community Baptist ~ Courtesy of Jimmy Richardson's Freedom
Church of Love where LaGarde was pastor. LaGarde e

would eulogize King in January 1969, at a memorial

service commemorating the leader’s fortieth birthday.

Wi @ Fred LaGarde focused his efforts toward

- % improving living conditions for minority
groups, including access to education, food
and clothing and voter registration. Still
concerned about urban education into the
1980s, he founded a Christian School
associated with the Community Baptist
Church of Love, which opened in September
1983. As a musical composer, LaGarde
teamed up with Jack Peters twice to write

Top: Rev. LaGarde with Rosa Parks and others outside Rosa Parks . .
Apartments, 1986, Martin Luther King (1974) and The Song of
Bottom: Rev. LaGarde and the Congregation of Community Baptist Paterson (1 983)

Church of Love walking to their new church.

Both courtesy of Jimmy Richardson’s Freedom Boulevard Project.




George Wanton and William Thompkins

George H. Wanton (1868-1940). Museum Collection. William H. Thompkins (1872-1916). Museum Collection.

There are records of African Americans being involved with the military
since the American Revolution. However, it was not until 1863 that African
Americans were allowed to join the United States military as regular
soldiers. Even once they were allowed to serve their country, African
Americans were not allowed to fight alongside white soldiers. They served
in segregated units until after the Second World War.

One of the most famous African American units was the 10th Calvary,
known as the Buffalo soldiers. Formed after the Civil War, the 10th Calvary
was sent to Cuba when hostilities developed between the United States and
Spain. Several of these soldiers, including Sergeant William H. Thompkins
and Corporal George H. Wanton (both from Paterson), were involved in a
small engagement known as the Battle of Tayacoba. During this battle
several of their comrades were trapped on a beach. They were being fired
on heavily and unable to return to the safety of their transport ship. Four
rescue attempts were made to help the men to safety. All four failed. It was
decided to make a final attempt after dark. Sergeant Thompkins, Corporal
Wanton and three other members of the 10th volunteered to go ashore.
The rescue was a success and the men were awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor for their bravery. The medals awarded to Thompkins and
Wanton are two of only six Medals of Honor awarded to African Americans
during the Spanish-American War.




Jimmy Richardson

A Paterson native, Jimmy Richardson can trace his
connection to the city back to the end of the Great Migration
when his parents relocated to New Jersey. Naturally artistic |
and interested in cinematography, music and the culinary
arts, Richardson is also a self-taught local historian. He
works tirelessly both researching and promoting the
historic contributions African Americans have made in
Paterson and New Jersey.

Jimmy Richardson, 2014. Museum Collection.
His determination and dedication to uncover the many untold stories of Paterson’s
African American community led to his founding of the Freedom Boulevard Project.
Over time the mission of the project has grown and evolved into exhibits, lectures,
and tours. Well known for his Return of the King exhibit, which traveled around the
city on display in the Lambert Castle Museum and the Danforth Library, Richardson’s
projects cover a variety of topics, including Paterson’s Underground Railroad and the
African American role in the women’s suffrage movement. He also contributes to the
Passaic County Pulse newspaper, writing articles related to the history of Passaic
County.
He has been a key contributor to six historic
designation applications for buildings throughout
Paterson, helping them to be recognized and preserved
on the city’s Register of Historic Places. In 2012,
Richardson and his fellow collaborators succeeded in
convincing the city council to recognize the historic
significance of the First African Methodist Episcopal
Zion church, located on Ellison Street. Originally
located on Godwin Street, the First AM.E. Zion
Top: Daterson's st AME Zion Church, home of congregation can trace its origins back to 1834,

the oldest African American congregation in making it the oldest African American congregation in
Paterson. Courtesy of Jimmy Richardson’s
Freedom Boulevard Project. the Clty Of Paterson.

Bottom: Celebrating the historic designation of
the st AM.E. Zion Church, 2012. Museum
Collection.




Minerva Miller

Minerva Miller would never have guessed that a trip to the movies would end in a
battle for her civil rights. On the evening of September 22nd, Miller and a few
friends decided to see a movie. Early movies were also known as nickelodeons
because admission was only a nickel. However, when she turned up to the ticket
window of The Paterson Show, a movie theater located at 136 Market Street,
Miller was told that the fee for African Americans to enter the movie theater was
actually twenty-five cents.

Rather than stand for this unfair treatment, Minerva Miller decided she was
going to sue the theater. This was an incredibly brave decision for an African
American in 1911, even in a northern state. Robert E. Buckley Esq. of Paterson
was willing to represent her. The case went to trial in November. Miller won and
was awarded $500, the maximum compensation allowed. With inflation that is
equal to more than $13,000 in 2020.
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Samuel Walker

Born in Virginia before the Civil War, Samuel
Walker’s path took him into the Navy, to New
York City and Newark. In Newark, he developed
his skill for cooking while training under

~ Thomas B. Allen, a caterer whose business was
located on Broad Street. In 1890, Walker

. relocated with his family to Paterson.

Garret Hobart immediately suggested that
Walker be hired to serve as the first Steward
of the newly formed Hamilton Club, a
prestigious gentlemen’s social club located on
the corner of Church and Ellison streets. In
Walker's time, the club’'s membership

Top: Samuel Walker.
Bottom: S.G. Walker Company, 178 Paterson

Sireet. included Paterson’s wealthiest and prominent
Both courtesy of Passaic County Historian .
Edward A. Smyk. citizens.

Walker remained the Steward for eight years, overseeing the preparation of
every club banquet and special function, as well as addressing the needs of the
many members who lived at the club. In 1897, he decided to leave the employ of
the Hamilton Club to begin S.G. Walker Company. This private catering company,
which stood at 178 Paterson Street, continued to serve the Paterson community
for the rest of Samuel Walker's life. Here was where Booker T. Washington was
ushered to a meal in his honor, during his visit in 1914. When Samuel Walker
died in 1917, his obituary named him as “one of Paterson’s most prominent
citizens.” After his death, Samuel's wife Sarah took over runnmg the business
and it continued to operate into the 1920s. :

The Dining Room of the Hamilton Club. Museum Collection.




The Hopper Family

Many African Americans moved north in the years directly following the Civil War.
They hoped to create new lives for their families, away from the memories of
slavery. Paterson and its many factories seemed to offer a variety of employment
opportunities. However, upon settling in Paterson in the 1870s, many former
slaves experienced difficulties finding factory work. Despite traveling above the
Mason-Dixon line, Paterson’s newest citizens discovered themselves barred from
jobs based on their skin color.

There was one factory in Paterson that was willing to employ African Americans in
the 1870s. The Paterson Handle Works, which made wooden tool handles, was
located on Marshall Street. Established in 1841 by freedman Henry Hopper,
sometimes called Ax Handle Hooper, the Works grew. In 1861, William H. Hopper
joined his father as a partner. The factory burned down in 1881, but was soon
re-established. William H. Hopper died in 1893.

William H. Hopper. Courtesy of Passaic County Historian Edward A. Smyk.




Bondage

Africans slaves were first brought to the New Jersey area by Dutch settlers in the early
1600s. Through the 1700s, it was common for the Dutch families of New Jersey to own
one or two slaves. The early Proprietary government of New Jersey even offered land
incentives for residents who imported additional slaves to the area between 1664 and
1702. In 1745, 4,600 slaves lived in New Jersey. In 1786, the slave trade was abolished in
New Jersey, but the importation of new people from Africa was hardly necessary as the
slave population within New Jersey continued to grow. In 1800, there were approximately
13,000 slaves statewide.

Ads from The Bee and Paterson Advertiser, 1815-1819. Courtesy of the Paterson Free Public Library.

In 1804, New Jersey introduced an act of Gradual Abolition. This act freed all individuals
born after July 4, 1804. They were not freed immediately, but served as an “apprentice’
until they reached adulthood. Women were free at age 20, men when they were 25. In
2008, the New Jersey legislature recognized and apologized for the part the Garden State
played in enslaving thousands of people.

There are some records of both slaves and freed blacks living in the Paterson area. The
British stole or released the slaves of Patriot families as they pursued George Washington
across New Jersey. The 1789 will of Michael Vreeland listed ten slaves in his possession,
but this was an unusually high number for northern New Jersey. After Paterson was
founded in 1792, the city was not home to many slaves. Slave labor was primarily used on
farms, and the Society for Establishing Useful Manufactures was interested in industrial
production. There are some records, although they are rare, that mention individuals of
African descent. In one of the city's earliest papers, dating from 1815, one can read
several ads placed by mill owners who are interested in purchasing the remaining time of
“Negro Lads” to bring them to work in their factories. In 1841, the Citizens of Paterson
sent an “Address to the Legislature of New Jersey on Behalf of the Colored Population of
the State.” According to the 1850 census, there were three slaves living in the city: Jud
Vreeland (87 yrs), Diana Thompson (50 yrs) and Betty Paterson (70 yrs).




Civil Rights: The early 1960s

The city of Paterson came under the scrutiny of civil rights leaders throughout the
1960s. While the city did not have the largest African American population in New
Jersey, a lack of employment options, decent housing and educational opportunities
created unrest. From 1950-1964, an estimated 18,000 African Americans and
Hispanics moved into the city, creating an additional strain on the already limited
resources available to minorities at the time.

In August of 1964, things came to a head with three days of rioting. The initial
incident involved a dispute between African American teens and a police patrol. It
brought to light the poor relationship between the community in the Fourth Ward
and the police. Key leaders from the NAACP, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),
the Negro Council and the city came together to end the violence. In 1966, Mayor
Frank Graves was visited by Floyd McKissick, the national leader of CORE and James
Meredith. One of their continued concerns was the conditions and overcrowding of
the “ghetto schools” in Ward Four.

Mayor Frank Graves meeting with African American leaders following the 1964 Riots.
Courtesy of the Passaic County Historical Society.




Civil Rights: The late 1960s

Left: The crowds waiting for a glimpse of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 1968.
Right: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. addressing the audience in the Community Baptist Church of Love about poverty.
Both Paterson Evening News Collection.

1968 saw a new Mayor in City Hall. Mayor Lawrence (Pat) Kramer made great
efforts to include both African Americans and Spanish speakers within city
government. On March 27th, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke at the Community
Baptist Church of Love to over 2,000 people. He urged the members of his
audience: “If you can't fly, run. If you can’t run, walk. If you can’t walk crawl. But
keep moving.” This was his last official appearance before his assassination in
early April.

However, 1968 also saw another incident between Paterson’s police force and
African American citizens. Officers used mace on an African American teen while
arresting him for disorderly conduct. Unrest in the city, within both the African
American and Hispanic communities, lasted for five days. Protestors interested in
having the use of police mace discontinued, demonstrated and boycotted
throughout the summer. Following the incident, the Governor assigned a Grand
Jury to examine the incident. The Jury found that eight officers had violated civil
rights. These officers were reassigned to another Ward rather than suspended. In
November, Reverend Ralph Abernathy visited and spoke at the Bethel AM.E.
Church in an effort to bring attention to the concern over the situation. A second
investigation by the State Attorney General was unable to come to any
conclusions.




Community and Business Leaders

B
Aack Bl’ack Busmes:men Make |

. America The Beuuhful Again

Patersonians of African descent have
been leading the way in our
community for over a century. Here is
a list of some of the city’s leaders and
their achievements. Martha and George Jiggett, |

circa 1996. Museum
Collection.

Dr. Norman T. Cotton was the first African American  from Newspaperscom
doctor, 1900s-1930s

Sarah Hopper became the first African American woman
to graduate from a Paterson Public School

Dr. George Klye was the first dentist in Paterson to be African American D Nowman Cotton

Museum Collection.

Margret Harris was the first African American nurse on the board of Health
Annie Randolph became the first African American social worker in 1927

Henry Otis Harris was the first African American firefighter in Paterson in 1959
Charles June became the first African American postman in Paterson in 1938

Jiggett's Transportation was the first Paterson transportation company to be owned
and operated by African Americans, George and Martha Jiggett

Carnie Bragg Sr., co-founder of Bragg Funeral Home, was the first African American to
be appointed to the Paterson Chamber of Commerce

Virgil Reed served as Justice of the Peace in the 4th Ward from 1938-1943

When he was elected in 1997, Martin Barnes became Paterson’s first African
American Mayor

Sylvia Ulmer became the first African American City Clerk in 1971

Judge Stephen Womack became the first African

American to sit on the bench in State Superior Court in

Henry Harris with his company. From R,
Passalc County . 1994 the 1968 Fireman's Ball Program




Education

In Paterson’s early history there was no consistent or organized effort to provide the
African American inhabitants with access to education. This changed in 1855, with the
opening of the “Colored School,” located on Division Street. The school's principal, Eliza M.
Halstead, did her best to educate her pupils with the resources she had available to her.
By 1872, the African American students were allowed to attend neighborhood public
schools with white children. However, African Americans were not yet represented within
the public school leadership. In 1883, William Hopper ran for a school administrative
position. He lost the election.

From the 1920s through the 1960s, the African American students of Paterson Public
schools represented the highest dropout rate of any ethnic group. Only a few of the
students who did graduate high school continued on to college, due to the lack of
employment options open to them. Teaching was one of the few professions open to
African Americans. In 1947, the public schools employed five African American teachers.
By the early 1960s, half of the teaching staff was African American. In 1965, Wendell
Williams was appointed principal of School No. 6, the first African American principal in
the public school system. Dr. Frank Napier Jr. would become the first African American

(lassroom at Dawn Treader Christian School, circa 1983. The Paterson Evening News Collection.




Many people remember President Obama’s visit to Paterson in
2011, in the wake of Hurricane Irene. Paterson has boasted many
famous visitors. Frederick Douglass was briefly in Paterson,
traveling through on his way to Rochester from Philadelphia in
October, 1859. Booker T. Washington stopped in Paterson on his
tour of New Jersey in 1914. In 1915, W.E. DuBois addressed the
Colored Men'’s Association and in 1922, A. Philip Randolph spoke

to the Philosophical Society.
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Cover page of the Souvenir Program for Dr.
Washington'’s visit to New Jersey, 1914.
Courtesy of the New York Public Library online
collections.

The unveiling of Rosa Parks Boulevard, 1982.
Courtesy of Passaic County Historian Edward A.
Smyk.
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Ad for Black Patti’s upcoming
performance in the Paterson Opera House.
The Morning Call, August 22, 1902.
Accessed with Newspapers.com.

The city of Paterson has also hosted a number of national
performers. New Jersey's own Paul Robeson performed at
Eastside High School in 1932. Classical singer Marian
Anderson also performed at Eastside in 1955. And singer
Matilda Sissieretta Joyner Jones (Black Patti) and the Black
Patti Troubadours performed in Paterson on at least four
occasions, at a number of venues.

Many of the national figures to visit Paterson were
important members of the Civil Rights Movement.
Comedian and activist Dick Gregory was one of the first,
visiting the city in 1964. In 1966, James Meredith and

Floyd McKissick visited Mayor Frank Graves to
discuss inequality in the city. Paterson was also one
of the last cities to welcome Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. before his untimely death in 1968. Reverend
Abernathy visited Paterson later in the same year.
Rosa Parks visited three times. She spoke at the
Community Baptist Church of Love in 1982 and
visited the newly named Rosa Parks High School in
1986.




Sports and Recreation

Hinchliffe Stadium, an important stadium in
the history of Negro League baseball in
America, hosted the Colored Championship
of the Nation (similar to the World Series)
in 1933. In 1934, the Stadium became the
home of the New York Black Yankees who
ﬁféﬂ%ﬁ?&aﬁmm circa 1934, played here until 1945. Larry Doby was one
Below: Eastside High School Track Team. of Paterson’s first African American
athletes to hit the national arena when he
signed with the Cleveland Indians in 1947.

From the Senior Mirror, 1927. Museum
Collection.

Paterson can boast a number of native sons and daughters who have received
national acclaim in a variety of sports. Baseball stars from Paterson include Major
League players Johnny Briggs (1964-1975), and Mike Jackson (1970-1973), as well
as Minor Leaguer Bennie Veal (1952-1953). Eddie Cotton refereed boxing matches
all over the world and was elected to the board of the International Boxing
Federation in 2014. Eastside basketball player Franklin Jacobs made the world
record high jump of 7 feet and 7 % inches in 1978. Tim Thomas played basketball
for Paterson Catholic High School before entering the NBA in 1997. Victor Cruz
began playing as wide receiver for the New York Giants in 2010. Essence Carson
was the seventh player to be drafted into the WNBA in 2008 and currently plays for
the Phoenix Mercury.

The legacies and achievements of some of these athletes
have been remembered and commemorated throughout
the city. In 1998, the city of Paterson renamed the field in
Eastside Park, Larry Doby Field, in his honor. In 2008,
John Briggs Athletic Field in Westside Park was dedicated
in honor of left fielder Johnny Briggs. In 2011, a Memorial
Park was dedicated to Kennedy High School player and
coach Tyrone Collins. Hinchliffe Stadium was designated a | | ,
John Briggs presenting awards at Johnny Briggs
Municipal and National Historic Landmark in 2013. Day, September 27, 2008 Museum Collction




The Arts

In the arts, Patersonians have long excelled nationally
and internationally and many of the city's African
American residents have been at the forefront. At just
eighteen, singer Jimmy Charles from 12th Avenue,
received a gold record for his song One Million to One
in 1960. Kenneth (Kenny) Bolds has been featured
playing the drums on a variety of records and
accompanied Lionel Hampton on several albums.
Lloyd Reese was nationally known as an organist,
pianist and composer of gospel music. Rapper, singer
and songwriter Fetty Wap's debut single, Trap Queen, Kenny Bold (right) with Lionel Hampton, Courtesy of
became a platinum record in 2018. g Rt et Lo e it

The hit single A Million to
One earned a gold record.

In 1883, newspaper proprietor and poet, Alfred Gibbs Campbell publishing Poems, a volume
of his original works including poems with religious and abolitionist sentiments. Poetess
Viola Adams had many of her poems included in the minutes of the New Jersey State
Legislature during her lifetime. In 2018, Talena Lachelle Queen was declared the first Poet
Laureate of Paterson.

Artist Ben Jones’s body of work includes a variety of
mediums and has taken him to Cuba and Africa, as

well as around the United States. He is still active in
Jersey City, where he taught for many years at New
Jersey State University. William Hardy Jr., a singer,
actor, director and playwright, appeared in several
Broadway shows and was very active with the gospel

CNANPS — Tod Ambasalirs chal Sy s Tl

Drill Teans Draw Festival Cheers + choirs here in the city. The 1969, the Paterson

s

Ambassadors Drill Team made their New York debut
appearing with dancer Gwen Verdon at the
Philharmonic Hall in Lincoln Center.

The Paterson Ambassadors Drill Team
hosting the Autumn Drill Festival in the
Paterson Armory. The Morning Call, October
27,1969




The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad was a network of secret escape routes used by slaves fleeing to
Canada. Historians believe one route ran through Paterson. The illegal and secretive nature
of the Underground Railroad means that there are few records of the safe house locations
(stations) or of the men and women who kept them (conductors). Therefore, much of what
we do know has been assembled with the help of oral history.

One such oral account mentions two men, Josiah Huntoon and William Van Renslair.
Huntoon first arrived in Paterson around 1841 from Vermont. Here he established a
business selling coffee, tea and spices. Being passionately against slavery, Huntoon
employed free blacks alongside white workers. One of his employees, a freedman named
William Van Renslair, became Huntoon’s lifelong friend. Together the two men operated a
safe house for runaway slaves, probably at the Spice factory or in a private residence.
Today their bravery has been commemorated with the Huntoon-Van Rensalier
Underground Railroad Monument, located on Broadway, near the site where the spice
factory once stood.

Huntoon and Van Renslair are not the only Patersonians who worked against slavery. Other
abolitionist residents who may have been involved with the railroads activities include:

John Avison, an insurance agent and Justice of the Peace
Darius Wills, Postmaster

Isaac Van Blarcom, head of Passaic Brick Co.

Henry M. Low, cotton yarn manufacturer

Nathaniel Lane, stove dealer
Alexander Freeman J
Horatio Moses, tinsmith

P. HUNTOON’S

FFHE_AND SPICY FACTORY!

" BROADWAY, PATERSON N. J.

Ad for J.P. Huntoon'’s Coffee and Spice Factory, from the 1853 Business
Directory of Paterson. Museum Collection.




